
 

WORK SESSION 

March 14, 2022 
10:00 AM 

 
Albany-Dougherty Government Center 
222 Pine Ave, Room 100, Albany, GA 31701 

 

 
AGENDA 

To comply with the request set forth by the Chairman of Dougherty County, GA and the 
guidelines of the Center for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the Coronavirus (COVID19) 
pandemic and social distancing, face coverings (masks) are required for all meeting participants. 

 

The public will also have access to the live meeting by accessing the Dougherty County Georgia 
Government Facebook page at facebook.com/Dougherty.ga.us or viewing the public 
government access channel (Channel 16). 

1. Call the meeting to order by Chairman Christopher Cohilas. 
 
*There will be a mandatory stop time for a Special Called Meeting at 11 a.m.* 

2. Roll Call. 

3. Minutes. 

a. Minutes of February 21st Regular Meeting, February 28th Work Session and  
February 28th Special Called Meeting. 

4. Delegations (The Commission will hear comments on those items pertaining to Dougherty 
County for which a public hearing has not been held or scheduled. Please be brief, to the 
point, and considerate of time for others). 

a. Dougherty County Police Chief Kenneth Johnson present to update the Commission 
with their annual report. 

5. Zoning. 

a. Muggridge & Wimberly Limited, LLC, owner and Lanier Engineering, Inc., applicant 
(22-008) request Special Approval to operate a Self-Storage Facility in a C-3 
(Commercial District). The parcel is a .77-acre vacant lot. The property is located at 
2707 Upland Ct. The Planning Commission recommends approval.  Angel Gray, 
Planning Manager, will address.  The Public Hearing and Action are scheduled for 
March 21, 2022. 
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6. Purchases. 

a. Recommendation to purchase one (1) Batwing Mower for Public Works from the 
Sourcewell Contract servicing dealer Flint Equipment Company (Leesburg, GA) in the 
amount of $24,252.36.  Funding is budgeted in SPLOST VII.  Assistant County 
Administrator Scott Addison will address.  Public Works Director Chuck Mathis is 
present. 

b. Recommendation to purchase one (1) 2022 John Deere 6105E 4x4 Tractor and one 
(1) 2022 John Deere HX7 Mower for Public Works from the Sourcewell Contract 
servicing dealer Flint Equipment Company (Leesburg, GA) for a total expenditure of 
$76,466.52.  Funding is budgeted in SPLOST VII.  Assistant County Administrator 
Scott Addison will address.  Public Works Director Chuck Mathis is present. 

7. Additional Business. 

a. Recommendation to declare the listed vehicles and equipment as surplus and 
authorizing the disposal of or sale of same via an online auction.  Assistant County 
Administrator Scott Addison will address. 

b. Proposed Board Appointments. County Clerk Jawahn Ware will address. 

 Department of Family and Children Services- One (1) appointment with an 
unexpired five-year term ending June 30, 2024.  One new applicant:  
Barbara Johnson-Clark.  See board packet page #1. 

 Payroll Development Authority – One (1) appointment with an unexpired three-
year term ending December 31, 2024.  Four new applicants: Will Davis, 
Roderick Garner, Jeretha Peters and William Wright.  See board packet  
page #3. 

8. Updates from the County Administrator. 

9. Updates from the County Attorney. 

10. Updates from the County Commission. 

a. The Governmental Affairs Subcommittee will meet in Room 100 immediately following 
the Executive Session. 

b. The Agenda for the Special Called Meeting is attached. 

11. Adjourn. 

 

Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to 
observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of 
the meeting or the facilities are required to contact the ADA Coordinator at 229-431-2121 
promptly to allow the County to make reasonable accommodations for those persons. 
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DOUGHERTY COUNTY COMMISSION 

                                DRAFT  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

February 21, 2022 

 

The Dougherty County Commission met in Room 100 of the Albany-Dougherty Government 

Center on February 21, 2022.  Chairman Christopher Cohilas presided and called the meeting 

to order at 10 a.m.  Present [in the Chamber] were Commissioners Victor Edwards,  

Gloria Gaines, Russell Gray, Clinton Johnson, Anthony Jones and Ed Newsome.  County 

Administrator Michael McCoy participated via the audio-conferencing feature.  Also present 

were Assistant County Administrator Scott Addison, County Attorney Spencer Lee, County 

Clerk Jawahn Ware and other staff.  The public and representatives of the media participated 

in person and via live streaming of the meeting on the County’s Facebook page and the 

government public access channel.   

 

After the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance, the Chairman called for approval of the minutes 

for January 24th Regular Meeting, January 25th Special Called Meeting, January 31st Work 

Session and January 31st Special Called Meeting.   

 

Commissioner Jones moved for approval.  Upon a second by Commissioner Newsome, the 

minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

The Chairman recognized Dr. Anthony Parker, President of Albany Technical College to 

update the Commission on zip code recruiting.  Dr. Parker asked that the Dougherty County 

Commission finds ways to engage with them.  During the discussion with the Commission, 

Dr. Parker shared how adults can obtain an education for free.  The Board was invited to 

participate in Albany Technical College's upcoming strategic event.  Upon Commissioner 

Edwards’ suggestion, Dr. Parker agreed to meet with Mr. McCoy for the opportunity with the 

County.  Commissioner Gaines accepted the request to be the County’s representative at the 

strategic meeting.  

 

The Chairman recognized Paul Forgey, Planning and Development Director and Marshal 

Nathaniel Norman, Code Enforcement Director to update the Commission on Code 

Enforcement Violations.  Mr. Forgey shared the upcoming plan of notification to businesses 

for compliance especially as it pertains to the screening of property.  Commissioners Johnson 

and Jones shared additional concerns.  Marshal Norman shared the process that will occur in 

two to four months and the Board will need to decide on how to proceed.  Commissioner 

Gaines asked the gentlemen to consider a noise ordinance in the County.  Anonymity of the 

complaint process was shared and a lengthy discussion ensued.   
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The Chairman opened the public hearing for Freedom Church of Albany, Inc. (22-001), 

(Christopher G. Pollock) applicant; Brenton Rigsby & Jennifer A. Phelps owners, request for 

Special Approval to allow the special use of a Church (Religious Institution) in a C-R 

(Community Residential Multiple-Dwelling District). The property is located at 429 Dunbar 

Lane. The Planning Commission recommended approval.  Angel Gray, Planning Manager, 

addressed.  Under discussion, Commissioner Jones requested signs be picked up promptly 

[after action is rendered by the Board] and made other suggestions.  There being no additional 

comments, or anyone present to speak regarding the proposed matter, the Chairman closed 

the public hearing.  

 

The Chairman called for the zoning consideration of the special approval request of Freedom 

Church of Albany, Inc. (22-001), (Christopher G. Pollock) applicant; Brenton Rigsby & 

Jennifer A. Phelps owners, to allow the special use of a Church (Religious Institution) in a C-

R (Community Residential Multiple-Dwelling District). The property is located at 429 Dunbar 

Lane (00137/00001/02D). The Planning Commission recommended approval.   

 

Commissioner Jones moved for approval.  Upon a second by Commissioner Gray, the motion 

for approval passed unanimously.  The zoning resolution is as follows: 

 

A RESOLUTION  

ENTITLED 

A RESOLUTION OF SPECIAL APPROVAL 

LOCATED WITHIN AN UNINCORPORATED AREA OF  

DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA (RESOLUTION NO. 212,  

AS AMENDED) SO AS TO APPROVE THE INSTALLATION OF A 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER OF AN OVERALL HEIGHT OF 315’ ON 

 PROPERTY HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Dougherty County, Georgia, and 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by authority of same: 

 

SECTION I:  That on August 16, 2021, the Dougherty County Commission 

approved the request of the Owner/Applicant to install a telecommunications 

tower with a total overall height of 315’ within: 

 

ZONING DISTRICT: C-R (Community Residential Multiple-

Dwelling District)  

        

 

SPECIAL APPROVAL: To allow the special use of a church in a 

C-R, 
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OWNER/APPLICANT:   Brenton Rigsby/Freedom Church of  

                                                                   Albany 

 

LOCATION:    429 Dunbar Lane 

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Dougherty County, Georgia, and 

being located in Land Lot 329 in the 1st Land District of said county, and being more 

particularly described as follows: 

 

Starting at a point where the east right of way line of State Highway No 3. intersects 

with the north line of Land Lot No. 329, the same being the Dougherty-Lee County 

Line; thence North 87 degrees 30 minutes East along the said line 901 feet to a point; 

and with this as the POINT OF BEGINNING, thence along the same line a distance 

of 610 feet to an iron pin; thence South 08 degrees 00 minutes  East 402.4 feet to the 

north side of said graded road a distance of 610 feet to a point; thence North 08 degrees 

00 minutes West a distance of 445.9 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

 

SECTION II: That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith be and 

the same hereby are repealed.  

       _______________________________ 

       CHAIRMAN 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ 

CLERK 

 

APPROVED: February 21, 2022 

 

The Chairman called for consideration of the recommendation from the board members to 

enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel and then to adjourn. 

 

Commissioner Jones moved for approval.  Upon a second by Commissioner Edwards, the 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Edwards asked that the Albany Rescue Mission Director make a presentation 

to the Board and that funding be made available in Phase I instead of Phase II.  Chairman 

Cohilas shared that the request will be reviewed in a work session and clarified that the 

director presented a request for a roof on the building.  The Chairman directed Mr. McCoy 

and Mr. Addison to meet with the director to provide a staff recommendation for wording on 

the agenda.  Commissioner Edwards recognized the work of the county clerk to ensure the 

board looks good.  Commissioner Gaines said that the Government Affairs Committee will 

meet after next Monday’s Work Session and Chairman Cohilas announced the upcoming 

Albany/Dougherty Day. 
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There being no further discussion, the Board entered into Executive Session at 11:20 a.m. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

 

CHAIRMAN 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________ 

COUNTY CLERK 
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DOUGHERTY COUNTY COMMISSION 

                                DRAFT  

WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

February 28, 2022 

 

The Dougherty County Commission met in Room 100 of the Albany-Dougherty Government 

Center on February 28, 2022.  Chairman Christopher Cohilas presided and called the meeting 

to order at 10:00 am.  Present [in the Chamber] were Commissioners Victor Edwards,  

Gloria Gaines, Russell Gray, Clinton Johnson, Anthony Jones and Ed Newsome.  Also 

participating in the Chamber were Assistant County Administrator Scott Addison, County 

Attorney Spencer Lee, County Clerk Jawahn Ware, and other staff.  County Administrator 

Michael McCoy participated via the audio-conferencing feature.  The public and representatives 

of the media participated in person via live streaming of the meeting on the County’s Facebook 

page and the government public access channel.   

 

The Chairman asked the Commission to review the minutes of the February 4th County Retreat, 

February 7th Regular Meeting, February 14th Work Session and February 14th Special Called 

Meeting. 

 

The Chairman recognized Public Works Director Chuck Mathis to update the Commission with 

their annual report via a video presentation.  Mr. Mathis highlighted accomplishments and noted 

that there is a 76% turnover in the department. 

 

The Chairman called for a discussion to purchase a commercial washer and dryer for the Jail 

from single source vendor Commercial Coin and Laundry (Gulf Breeze, FL) in the amount of 

$36,130.75.  The recommendation is to purchase the equipment using the same vendor for past 

purchases.  Funding is budgeted in SPLOST VI- Jail Facility Equipment.  Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Addison addressed.  Chief Jailer John Ostrander was present.   

 

The Chairman called for a discussion to approve the alcohol application from Big E's Country 

Store LLC, Alpeshkumar Patel licensee, dba Big E's Country Store, at 2100 Cordele Road for 

Package- Beer and Package - Wine.  The Albany-Dougherty Marshal’s Office recommended 

approval.  County Clerk Jawahn Ware addressed.  

 

The Chairman called for a discussion to consider funding the proposed Priority 3 project for the 

Albany Rescue Mission (Facility Roof Improvement) in the amount of $50,000 in the current 

FY22 ARPA Budget (Priority 1 & 2 projects only).  County Administrator Michael McCoy and 

CORE Group of GA Consultant LaToya Cutts addressed.  Ms. Cutts shared the qualifications 

to assist the organization.  Mr. McCoy added that implementation will occur after a grant 

administrator is hired.  After questions and concerns were posed, Chairman Cohilas requested 

that more research be done on the CDBG grant and for a future conversation with the Rescue 

Mission to occur.  There was a discussion on how to expand the consulting services of Ms. 

Cutts to assist in expediting the process. 
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The Chairman called to review the resolution providing for the filing of a County Nuisance 

Abatement Petition relative to properties located at 2806 Barnaby Drive, 2510 Big Oak Court, 

309 Pryor Street and 2604 Banks Avenue.  County Attorney Spencer Lee addressed.  Attorney 

Lee provided an update on the foreclosure of other properties and the process taken prior to 

discussing the current petitions.  Mr. Forgey also addressed the concerns of Commissioner 

Gaines. 

 

Commissioners Gaines would like for a discussion to be placed on our agenda referencing the 

feasibility of having mandatory pre-bids.  Chairman Cohilas said he will place it on a future 

work session.  Commissioner Gray asked that individuals help Keep Albany Dougherty 

Beautiful, especially during the Snickers Marathon this weekend.  He also shared and sent 

condolences to Mr. McCoy for the passing of his father.  

 

There being no further business to discuss the Commission the meeting adjourned at  

11:01 a.m. 

 
 

_______________________________ 

CHAIRMAN 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________ 

COUNTY CLERK 
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DOUGHERTY COUNTY COMMISSION 

                                DRAFT  

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING MINUTES 

 

February 28, 2022 

 

The Dougherty County Commission met for a Special Called Meeting in Room 100 of the 

Albany-Dougherty Government Center on February 28, 2022 at 11:02 a.m.  Chairman 

Christopher Cohilas presided.  Present were Commissioners Victor Edwards, Gloria Gaines, 

Russell Gray, Clinton Johnson, Anthony Jones and Ed Newsome.  Also present were Assistant 

County Administrator Scott Addison, County Attorney Spencer Lee and County Clerk  

Jawahn Ware and other staff.  County Administrator Michael McCoy participated via the 

audio-conferencing feature.  The public and representatives of the media participated in person 

via live streaming of the meeting on the County’s Facebook page and the government public 

access channel.   

 

The Chairman called for consideration to accept the quote from Advanced Donald 

Landscaping Services in the amount of $6,500 to complete services at the holding pond at 

Maple and Clark Avenues.  The recommended vendor is the lowest responsible vendor meeting 

specifications.  Three quotes were received with the highest being $20,000.  Public Works 

Director Chuck Mathis addressed.  

 

Commissioner Jones moved for approval.  Commissioner Newsome seconded the motion.  

Under discussion, Chairman Cohilas provided kudos to the Board for taking time to think 

through the bid because a lot of money was saved and a superior product will be gained.  There 

being no further discussion, the motion for approval passed unanimously.   

 

The Chairman called for consideration to accept the resolutions and special condition 

documents as it relates to the County’s Community Development Block Grant – Coronavirus 

(CDBG-CV)  grant award for the Feeding the Valley “FTV” Food Bank Expansion Project.  

The grant requires that the documents are approved by the Dougherty County Board of 

Commissioners.  Southwest Georgia Regional Commission Deputy Director Barbara Reddick 

was available to address.  

 

Commissioner Jones moved for approval.  Upon a second by Commissioner Johnson, the 

motion for approval passed unanimously.  Resolutions 22-010 and 22-011 are entitled: 

 

A RESOLUTION DOUGHERTY COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS ADOPTION OF LANGUAGE ACCESS PLAN 

(LAP) FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

CORONAVIRUS (CDBG-DR) 

 

A RESOLUTION DOUGHERTY COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS CONTINUED USE OF FACILITY FOR 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

CORONAVIRUS (CDBG-DR) 
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There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 

11:03 a.m. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

CHAIRMAN 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________ 

COUNTY CLERK 
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P L A N N I N G  &  D E V E L O P M E N T  S E R V I C E S  
 

P.O. Box 447 Albany, GA 31702 | Phone: 229.438.3901 | Fax: 229.438.3965 | www.albanyga.gov 

 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: March 3, 2022 
 
To: The Board of County Commissioners 
 
From: Albany Dougherty Planning Commission 
 
Subject: #22-008 Special Approval (2707 Upland Ct.) 

 
Lanier Engineering, INC (22-008) has submitted an application to the Albany 
Dougherty Planning Commission requesting Special Approval to operate a Self-Storage 
Facility in a C-3 (Commercial District). The parcel is a .77-acre vacant lot. The property 
is located at 2707 Upland Ct (00306/00015/03A) The property owner is MUGGRIDGE & 
WIMBERLY LIMITED, LLC the Applicant is Lanier Engineering, Inc. (District 2) 
 
Jimmy Hall offered a motion to approve the request for Special Approval to operate a 
Self- Storage Facility at 2707 Upland Ct.; seconded by Art Brown, the motion carried   
9-0 with the following votes:  
 
William Geer   Tie or Quorum 
Billy Merritt   Yes 
Art Brown   Yes 
Jimmy Hall   Yes 
Sanford Hillsman  Yes 
Yvonne Jackson  Yes 
Aaron Johnson  Yes 
Charles Ochie  Yes 
Helen Young   Yes 
Willie Simmons  Yes 
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Description Unit Number Condition

Dell Monitor CN-OPVGRC-74445-439-34QM Good

Description Unit Number Condition

HP LJ P2055DN Printers (2) Poor

NCR Printers (4) Poor

HP LJ Cp 4005DN Printer Poor

HP LJ 4300DN Poor

Description Unit Number Condition

Black Faux Leather Chairs (4) Fair

Blue Chair Fair

Black High Back Chair Fair

Mahogany Conference Table Fair

HP Design Jet 650C USB4400467 Good

Panasonic 17" TV A8AA11418 Fair

Laptop (2) NAV09SA, 58LGQ02 Poor

Description Unit Number Condition

Shelf Insert Poor

Large Filing Cabinets (4) Good

Small Filing Cabinet Good

Administration

DA's Office

Facilities Management

Human Resources

Clerk of Court

Surplus Listing for Approval 03.21.2022
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Description Unit Number Condition

Fujitsu Scanners (4) Poor

Shredders (2) Poor

Heater Poor

Telephone Poor

Midland Weather Monitor Poor

WD My Book Poor

Gray Filing Cabinets (2) Poor

Brown Rolling Chair Poor

Red Rollig Chairs (7) Poor

Description Unit Number Condition

Guardian 190-ES ULV (4) 551534, 551356, 551018, N/A Poor

Guardian 160-GV ULV 551642 Poor

McPhearson Blower 51133 Poor

1985 Giant Wood Splitter 51119 Poor

5th Wheel Trailer Poor

2012 Alamo Boom Mower Poor

Ford Pickup Tailgates (4) Good

Ford Rear Bumpers Good

Description Unit Number Condition

2006 Ford F350 540836 Poor

Description Unit Number Condition

ActivTek Air Purifier AP3000 Poor

PUBLIC WORKS

Solid Waste

 STATE COURT

DCP

Surplus Listing for Approval 03.21.2022
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Description Unit Number Condition

Dell OptiPlex 3010 (2) Poor

Dell OptiPlex 3020 (8) Poor

HP Monitor Poor

Dell Monitors (6) Poor

Keyboards (4) Poor

Dell Mouse Poor

LexMark Printer Poor

HP Printer Poor

Monroe Calculators (4) Poor

Casio Calculator Poor

Stapler Poor

Paper Sorter Poor

Chairs (5) Poor

TAX and TAG

Surplus Listing for Approval 03.21.2022
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